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Perry's ship moved to intercept the British squad-
ron which lay in column, topsails aback and wait-
ing. The American brigs were fanned ahead by the
air which breathed in their lofty canvas, but the
schooners were almost becalmed and four of them
straggled in the rear, their crews tugging at the
long sweeps or oars. Two of the faster of these,
the Scorpion and the Ariel, were slipping along in
the van where they supported the American flag-
ship Lawrence, and Perry had no intention of de-
laying for the others to come up. Shortly before
noon Barclay opened the engagement with the long
guns of the Detroit, but as yet Perry was unable
to reach his opponent and made more sail on the
Lawrence in order to get close.

The British gunners of the Detroit were already
finding the target, and Perry discovered that the
Lawrence was difficult to handle with much of her
rigging shot away. He ranged ahead until his
ship was no more than two hundred and fifty yards
from the Detroit. Even then the distance was
greater than desirable for the main battery of
carronades. A good golfer can drive his tee shot
as far as the space of water which separated these
two indomitable flagships as they fought. It was
a different kind of naval warfare from that of today